Tuesday, June 17, 2003
1 Samuel 11:1 – 15

It seems that Saul did not become king over a united nation. Perhaps it is understandable that he would have tried to hide among the baggage rather than take over the rule of a group of tribes that had become pretty independent of one another and at the same time could be easily dominated by the Canaanite nations among them. The Ammonite king apparently didn’t know that Saul was king, or thought that he was far too weak to bring any army to battle for the rescue of the city.

The cruelty of the Ammonite king in offering to only gouge out an eye from each man of Jabesh is shocking to our western “good guy” mentality, but it reflects a time when life was dangerous and often short. Warfare was not pursued with rules. Often pure fear could cower an enemy into submission. We still do not understand war in the Middle East. Women and children are considered opportune targets for terrorists, and there seems to be no regret in the practice. The news reported the other day that the leader of the Palestinian Hamas terrorist group said to reporters that there would be peace in Palestine only when the last Jew there was dead.  The hatred there today began hundreds of years before the events in today’s passage. Even before Moses, the Jews (Israelites at that time) and Arabs were both kin and enemy. 

After the battle was won through the leadership of Saul, upon whom the Spirit of the Lord had come, Samuel declared that Saul would be re-instituted as the king of the nation. Though Saul was already king, it may be that many wondered if this unknown Benjaminite was really able to lead God’s people. The victory over the Ammonites left little doubt. 

In verse 8 is one of those places where we can note that at least parts of 1 Samuel were probably written by someone other than Samuel. Judah and Israel are referred to separately. These are the names of the two kingdoms that would result after a national split at the death of Solomon, though his birth was still many years in the future when this story took place. 
